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SRI LANKA POPULATION CONTROL 
ANNCR: 

WITH POPULATION CONTINUING TO OUTSTRIP FCONOMIC GROWTH IN 
MANY COUNTRIES OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD, THE EXPERTS MIGHT TAKE 
A CLOSFR LOOK AT SRI LANKA, ONE DEVELOPING COUNTRY THAT HAS MADE 
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN CONTROLLING POPULATION GROWTH, FROM OUR 
SOUTH ASIA BUREAU, CORRESPONDENT FRFD BROWN HAS A BACKGROUND 
REPORT. 

VOICE: 

ONCE CLIMBING AT A RATF WFLL OVER THREF PERCENT PFR YFAR, 
SRI LANKA'S POPULATION GROWTH RATE IS PUT AT ONF POINT SEVEN 
PERCENT, ABOUT HALF WHAT IT WAS, WHAT ARE THF REASONS FOR THIS 
DECLINE? WIDE DISTRIBUTION OF BIRTH CONTROL DEVICES AND MASS 
ADVERTISING OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PLANNFD PARENTHOOD NO DOUBT 
ARE IMPORTANT FACTORS, BUT SOCIAL SCIENTISTS SUGGEST THAT 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE STANDARD OF LIVING MAY HAVE BFEN EVEN MORE 
IMPORTANT. 

FOR THE PAST SEVERAL DECADES, SRI LANKA HAS PURSUFD A 
VIGOROUS PROGRAM OF SOCIAL SERVICES THAT HAVE MADE THE COUNTRY 
MORE OF A WELFARE STATE THAN MANY OF ITS NEIGHBORS. INDEED, SRI 
LANKA HAS BEEN CRITICIZED IN SOME QUARTERS FOR SPENDING MORF 
ON SOCIAL SERVICES FOR ITS PFOPLE THAN IT COULD AFFORD, 

THIS, SOME CRITICS SAY, HAS DAMAGED THE FCONOMY, HOWEVER, IF 
THE EXPENDITURES HAVE HELPED SRI LANKA SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF 
POPULATION CONTROL, SOME EXPFRTS FEEL THAT IT MAY HAVE BEEN 


MONEY WELL SPENT. 
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ONE AREA IN WHICH BETTER SOCIAL SERVICES APPEARS TO HAVE 
HELPED IS IN REDUCED INFANT MORTALITY STEMMING FROM BETTER 
MEDICAL CARE. WITH DOCTORS, NURSFS, AND MIDWIVES MORE READILY 
AVAILABLE, MOST BIRTHS ARE NOW MEDICALLY SUPERVISED. LOWER 
INFANT MORTALITY HAS MEANT THAT SRI LANKAN PARENTS NO LONGER 
FEEL THEY HAVE TO HAVF LOTS OF CHILDREN IN ORDER TO BE SURE 
THAT AT LEAST SOME WILL SURVIVF TO LOOK AFTER THFM IN THEIR OLD 
AGE. ONE SRI LANKAN OFFICIAL TOLD THIS REPORTER THAT THE LOWFR 
MORTALITY RATE AMONG CHILDREN IS PROBABLY THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT 
FACTOR IN SRI LANKA'S PROGRESS IN CONTROLLING POPULATION, 

LIKEWISE, SRI LANKA'S SUBSTANTIAL SPENDING ON EDUCATION HAS 
MARKEDLY INCREASED THE LITERACY RATE, NOW THAT MOST WOMEN ARE 
EDUCATED, MORE AND MORF OF THEM ARF STAYING LONGER IN THE JOB 
MARKET AND DEFERRING MARRIAGF UNTIL LATER, THE HIGHER LITERACY 
RATE ALSO MEANS THE ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION OF BIRTH CONTROL 
MEASURES IS EASIER, INDEED, SOME OBSFRVERS BELIFVE THE VARIOUS 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FORCES AT WORK IN SRI LANKA ARE ALTERING 
BASIC NOTIONS ABOUT MARRIAGF AND THE FAMILY. 
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